Lesson Plan: Guided Writing on European Values (ESL – Middle School)
Teacher: Ivona Beštek

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will:
- Understand key European values such as democracy, equality, freedom, and respect for human rights.
- Learn and use vocabulary related to values and civic life.
- Develop writing skills through structured guidance and peer support.
- Produce a short paragraph or essay expressing their understanding of a chosen European value.
Duration
1–2 class periods (45 minutes each)



Materials Needed
- Whiteboard or smartboard
- Handouts with vocabulary and sentence starters
- Writing paper or digital devices
- Visual aids (e.g., posters, flashcards)
- Optional: short video or slideshow introducing European values



Lesson Outline

Part 1: Introduction & Vocabulary Building (20 min)

1. Warm-Up Discussion (10 min)
- Ask: “What values are important in your country or in Europe?”
- Introduce key European values: democracy, freedom, equality, solidarity, respect, tolerance.
- Use visuals and simple definitions to support understanding.

2. Vocabulary Focus (10 min)
- Present key words and phrases (e.g., “Everyone is equal,” “We help each other,” “We respect differences”).
- Use matching activities or fill-in-the-blanks to reinforce vocabulary.



Part 2: Guided Writing Task (25 min)

1. Model Writing (5 min)
- Show a short example paragraph:
  > “In Europe, one important value is equality. This means that all people should be treated the same, no matter their gender, race, or religion. I think equality is important because it helps people live together peacefully.”

2. Sentence Starters & Structure (5 min)
- Provide scaffolding:
  - “One important European value is…”
  - “This value means…”
  - “I think this value is important because…”

3. Writing Time (15 min)
- Students choose one value and write a short paragraph using the sentence starters.
- Encourage use of new vocabulary and personal examples.



Part 3: Sharing & Feedback (Optional – 15 min)

1. Peer Review
- Students read each other’s writing and give simple feedback: “I like…” / “You could add…”

2. Class Sharing
- Volunteers read their paragraphs aloud.
- Celebrate diverse perspectives and ideas.



Assessment Criteria
- Clear explanation of a European value
- Use of target vocabulary and sentence structure
- Effort and participation
- Grammar and spelling (appropriate to ESL level)



Extension Ideas
- Turn the writing into a class book or wall display.
- Record students reading their paragraphs for a digital presentation.
- Link with a civics or social studies unit on the European Union.
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